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The Christmas miracle 
 

his is the season of miracles.  It, evidently, is also 
the season for miracles,  judging from the vast array 
of film, book and other titles referring to Christmas 

miracles.   Just to do an approximate check, I googled 
“Christmas Miracle” and got more than 7,420,000 hits.  
The range of miracles is truly astounding – there are 
countless childrens’ book that have Christmas Miracle in 
their title, including a story of a sparrows’ quest for faith, 
there is even a Texas Christmas miracle, thousands of 
music CD titled Christmas Miracle,  and a hundreds of 
stories about a small turtle in the Watertown (New York) 
zoo, who needed braces on his beak, to be able to eat 
properly – a procedure which the zoo director called “a 
miracle.”  There is a cooking advice column titled: My 
Christmas miracle: tofu that tastes really good” There 
were the usual stories of lost dogs and cats returned to their 
owners, who happily said that this was a Christmas 
miracle. Then there is the story entitled  “Carrie & 
Christopher: Christmas Miracle!!! Faithful Single Catholics 
Meet and Marry at AveMariaSingles.com!” 
 There are dozens of TV “Christmas Miracle” specials, 
several Christmas Miracle films (Miracle on 34th Street), 
and the usual assortment of brazen commercial 
appropriations of the idea of a Christmas Miracle, 
including an article which claimed that the on-time opening 
of a new hotel in New York  was a “Christmas miracle.”   
There are also hundreds of charities called Christmas 
Miracle – providing gifts to children in need.    
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 There seem to be no lack of miracles at Christmas 
time.   

 But most of the so-called miracles  are just nice things 
that happen – acts of kindness, expressions of love and 
caring, and gifts given just for the joy of giving.  It seems 
as if people assume that acts of kindness and caring are so 
extraordinary as to merit the designation miracle.   

 In all fairness, in looking for the different usages of 
the term Christmas miracle,  I did see that there were also 
very many references to the birth of Jesus as the true 
Christmas miracle.  

 And indeed there is a great deal that is truly 
miraculous in the Gospel stories of Jesus’ birth – 
supernatural events of angels appearing, a virgin birth, 
mysterious and wondrous stars, revelations told in dreams, 
and exotic strangers from far-away lands.  And, of course, 
the central miracle of all – that an all-powerful, invisible 
God of cosmic dimensions decides to reveal His presence 
in the form of a small child born to ordinary human parents 
in the most humble and unglamorous conditions.  In 
Church language, we speak of this as the incarnation – 
literally the act of an invisible , eternal and physically 
undefinable God taking the form of  flesh and blood mortal 
human.  That’s the true Christmas miracle. 

 But this Christmas miracle is different from the other 
miracles retold in the Bible.  There are dozens of miracles 
in Scripture, each showing God’s awesome power over 
creation and His power to alter normal natural events.  
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Miracles such as floods that cover the whole earth, parting 
of seas, healings and raising of the dead to life, - all these 
miracles in the Bible show God acting as the One who has 
absolute control over all creation and power over life and 
death.  In these miracles it is God Himself who acts, God 
alone who causes supernatural events to happen. 

 But the miracle of Christmas is something completely 
different.  The miracle of God revealing Himself in the 
human child Jesus, born of Mary and Joseph is a miracle in 
which God does not act alone, but for which God needed 
human help; it is a miracle for which He needed  the 
willing participation of a wide variety of people. 

 And the different people who were participants in this 
miracle represent the wide spectrum of human society.  
There was the young woman, who accepted a scandalous 
pregnancy with the courage of faith in God’s saving 
purpose.  There was the carpenter who realized that his love 
for the woman he wanted to marry was stronger than the 
demands of the laws of his faith.  There were the working 
men and women, such as the shepherds, through whom 
God made known His concern for everyone who struggles 
hard to make a decent life for themselves and their families.  
There was the radical political activist, dressed in the 
traditional garments of a social agitator, who proclaimed 
the coming of  God’s Messiah and pronounced judgment on 
corrupt political and religious leaders.  There were the 
intellectuals who journeyed far to satisfy their quest for 
knowledge, and were smart enough to realize that things 
are not always what they appear to be.  And, in their own  
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way, even the rulers of empires and local petty dictators 
played their part in this miracle, creating the political 
conditions which would both test and expand the faith in 
the child born in Bethlehem. 

 God needed the participation of all these people.  
Mary could have opposed the purposes of God, rather than 
saying “I am the handmaiden of the Lord.”  Joseph could, 
as he had planned to do, divorce Mary and begin a new 
family with a new wife.  The shepherds could have scoffed 
at the vision of the angels and seen in the manger just 
another poor child born of a poor mother.  The wise men 
could have stayed at home and there debated the 
philosophical and intellectual significance of the stars.  
John the Baptist could have given up preaching, seeing few 
results of his work and reduced to silence by the threats of 
those in power.  Every one of them had the choice either to 
refuse God’s invitation, or to accept their role as 
participants in a miracle which would bring God’s holiness 
into the world. 

 It was only through the willing participation of these 
people that God was able to reveal Himself in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth. It was only through their faith in God’s 
saving and healing purpose that new life was given to 
humanity through the life and death of Jesus the Christ. 

 And I think that that is still the way in which God 
manages to bring His holiness, healing and love into the 
world – with the help of people and through the lives of 
people who chose to be participants in the continuing 
miracle of God’s love made real in our world.  They are 
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people like the ones we encounter every day in our lives, 
people whom we love and who love us, people who do 
daily acts of kindness and mercy and through whom God 
has chosen to bring His holiness into the world. 

I think that this is also the full meaning of  incarnation – 
not just that God has become human in the life  of Jesus of 
Nazareth, but that He continues to reveal His love through 
people today – through you and me - and that every one of 
us has the potential to be a willing and active participant in 
this miracle.  For God’s holiness to come into the world the  
Almighty seems to need us all, in all our diversity and 
weakness.  He seems to need the unwed mother and the 
religiously righteous, the skeptical intellectual and the 
practical working person, he needs the celestial angelic 
spirits and the earthly demonic despots.  

God had indeed revealed Himself fully in Jesus the Christ, 
but He still comes into humanity through the miraculous 
lives of people who accept His presence and power in their 
own lives today.  

Without them, the Christmas miracle is just a story long 
ago and far away, a distant reminder of lost humanity and 
lost hope. 

Albert Einstein once said that there are really only two 
ways to interpret life – one being the conviction that 
nothing is a miracle; the other being the belief that 
everything is a miracle. 
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When we speak of the miracles of Christmas, even in our 
jaded and manipulative society, I suspect that we are really 
hoping that part of what Einstein observed is indeed true – 
that everything is a miracle.  -- that through the common 
birth of a small child in humble circumstances, all life has 
been made holy, all life becomes a miracle, - a miraculous 
truth told to us  through dreams and angels of the Gospel 
story. 

Amen. 

   

  

     

    

 

 

   
 
 
 


